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Abstract

The Austrian pedestrian initiative “walk-space.at — der Osterreichische Verein fiir
FuRRgangerinnen” was founded 2007 for promoting walking and the development of
walkable and attractive environments in Austria. The realisation of this organisation
was inspired by previous Walk21 conferences, following the example and the
experiences of comparable initiatives in other countries throughout the world.
Meanwhile the organisation has built up a communication platform and a network of
experts in various walking-related fields, and it supports communities and authorities
in the promotion of sustainable solutions for walkers. Furthermore, “walk-space.at”
has initiated a competition for good practice examples of walkable environments in
Austria. This call aims at the support of existing good practice strategies and the
creation of public and political awareness of pedestrian needs in order to form a
basis for discussions and exchange of experience in Austria.

In this contribution we will present the Austrian pedestrian initiative “walk-space.at”
and our approach of setting a good-practice-award as a tool of process-management
for promoting walking and developing walkable environments. The contents and
results to be reported include the project design, the process of collecting and rating
submissions, dissemination strategies, results of good examples, and next steps.
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Introduction

The walk-space-award 2008 was announced in autumn 2007. Cities and
municipalities, planning agencies and other interested organisations in Austria were
invited to hand in their best-practices — best solutions for pedestrians. 49 projects
were submitted from almost all provinces. These projects varied from pedestrian
crossings to concepts for the optimisation of connected pedestrian footpaths in
municipalities. The applications were evaluated in six categories.

The objectives of the project “Collection of good solutions for pedestrians in the cities
and towns in Austria, part 1” included:

» the demonstration and promotion of good solutions

= the promotion of quality planning, creating and maintaining networks of foot paths
and pedestrian facilities — lobbying

» the promotion of design which is suitable for everyday use and of quality
improvements in public space.

Start Up

In order to achieve these objectives the following procedure has been developed:

= collection of good solutions for pedestrians in the cities and towns in Austria

= preparation of the first walk-space award 2008 for the best solutions

= the first conception of a travelling exhibition, in which the best examples will be
presented.

For the implementation flyers, e-mail distributions, letters, a PowerPoint presentation
and a page on the website www.walk-space.at were designed and disseminated
throughout Austria.
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Figure 1: walk-space-award 2008 flyer

Government departments were contacted as multipliers, as well as national
organizations such as the Climate-Alliance Austria, the cities and municipalities and
planners who work in communities.



Results of the “collection of good solutions”

There were almost 50 submissions of “good solutions” from across Austria. Projects
from a variety of areas were submitted by small, medium and large cities and
municipalities: Foot paths, improvements in crossing situations, public spaces, path
connections, etc...

Categories Percentage
Bridges and underpasses 31%
Connected footpaths 14%
Design of the area/ space 8%
Pedestrian crossings 18%
Redesign of road space 14%
Way to school: security and appeal 12%
Others 2%
Sum 100%

Table 1: Submissions - project categories
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Figure 2: Submissions - project categories

The submissions were collected and are being prepared for the jury members.

The preparatory work included the composition of the jury, the selection of a venue
for the award ceremony, the selection of award prices and the preparation of the best
examples for the travelling exhibition.

Evaluation

The projects were evaluated by a jury of experts from the fields of traffic and mobility.
The main evaluation criteria included:

Project idea

Difference “before and after”

Environmental and health aspects
Safety and security

Ooogod



O Sojourn quality /sojourn function
U Sustainability

O Design

U Involvement of the actors

6 categories - 6 winners

All participants, “multipliers” and the media were invited to the awarding ceremony on
September 19", 2008 at the Technical Museum Vienna.
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Figure 3: walk-space-award 2008 — invitation and winners (pics: Ingrid Gregor)



BEST-PRACTICE FUR FUSSGANGERINNEN IN OSTERREICH
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Figure 4: Poster— description of the walk-space-award 2008

The best projects in the different categories were awarded with the walk-space-
award 2008. All submitted projects were displayed in an exhibition in the frame of the
awarding ceremony.

Among the winning projects in the various
categories were:



Design of the area/ space:

Figure 5: Redesign of the main square. Stadtgemeinde Schwechat, Niedertsterreich,
Architekt Kuzmich

Concept for a safe way to school:

Figure 6: Area in front of the school at Pahamer Platz, Gebietsbetreuung Wien
Hernals



Bridges and Underpasses:

Connected footpaths:

Figure 8: Connected footpath Bergzeile — residential area Wagramgasse, Gemeinde
Stetteldorf am Wagram, Niederosterreich



Pedestrian crossings:
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Figure 9: Pedestrian crossings, Gemeinde Thiringen, Besch und Partner, Vorarlberg

Redesign of road space:

Figure 10: Redesign of the whole city limit, Reichnau im Muhlkreis, Architekt Henter,
Oberdsterreich



,Road-Show": Good-Practice

To raise awareness for walking on all levels, travelling exhibitions will display all
submitted projects.
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Figure 11: Example of an exhibition poster



Exhibition dates:

U from 25.09. — 09.10.2008 in Salzburg, Schloss Mirabell following the
Pedestrian-Symposium 2008 ,,Gehen bewegt die Menschen!* (“walking moves
people”) Information: www.walk-space.at/projekte/NL2_projekte_fachtagung.pdf
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“Road-Show” Salzburg. (Pics: Walk-space)



Brochure , Collection of good results”

Apart from the awarding ceremony and the “road-show” (travelling exhibition) a
brochure containing the collection of good results was printed and distributed.

Figure 12: walk-space brochure ,collection of good results*

Further information and photographs of the event see: www.walk-space.at - Presse.

Conclusion?

abkwbd

Find Partners (Ministry for Environment, Ministry for Transport: Roadsafety
department, department for communities and citynetworks, international
partners)

Force networking (communities, planners, media)

Promote the collection of “good solutions” (newsletter — together with partners)
Enthusiasm and “work, work, work”

Secure good quality of design and public relations



And many thanks to the partners:

Lebensministeriums und Klima_aktiv (Environment)
Verkehrsministeriums — Verkehrssicherheitsfonds (Traffic — Road safety)
Osterreichischer Stadtebund
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Land Niederdsterreich

Barcelona Walk 21

City of Salzburg Stadtplanung

City of Vienna

Technical Museum Vienna
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DI Dieter Schwab

Team:

DI Dr. Gisa Ruland

DI Martina Strasser

DI Susanne Innerhofer

Translation and edition: Dara Fischer

Contact information

walk-space.at — der Osterreichische Verein fir FuRgangerinnen (Austrian
Organisation for Pedestrians)

Chair: Dieter Schwab
Address: Bennogasse 10/22, A-1080 Vienna, Austria

Phone: +43 (0) 6991237544 E-mail: dieter.schwab@walk-space.at
www.walk-space.at




